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The Cellar by Natasha Preston 

“Lily?” 

My stomach dropped as a tall, dark-haired man stepped into view.  Had he 
been hiding between the trees? 

“No.  Sorry.”  Gulping, I took a step back.  “I’m not Lily.” 

He shook his head, a satisfied grin on his face.  “No.  You are Lily.” 

“I’m Summer.  You have the wrong person.”  You utter freak. 

I could hear my pulse crashing in my ears.  How stupid to give him my real 
name.  He continued to stare at me, smiling.  It made me feel sick. 

“You are Lily,” he repeated. 

Before I could blink, he threw his arms forward and grabbed me.  I tried to 
shout, but he clasped his hand over my mouth, muffling my screams.  My 
heart raced.  I’m going to die. 

For months Summer is trapped with the man who took her—and three 
other girls: Rose, Poppy, and Violet.  His perfect, pure flowers.  His family.  
But flowers can’t survive long cut off from the sun, and time is running out.   

 

ISBN 9781492600978 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 

BAM!     2 
 

Discussion Questions: 

 

1. Summer is different from the other girls Clover has kidnapped.  Why do you 
think he risks taking her? 
 

2. Clover has been shaped by his experiences as a child.  DO you think he is to 
blame for his actions?  Is his mother? 
 

3. The girls play along with Clover’s fantasy in order to survive.  Do you think 
you would do the same?  What would you do differently? 
 

4. Do you believe Rose’s feelings for Clover are genuine, or do you think she 
was suffering from Stockholm syndrome? 
 

5. Lewis never gave up the hope of finding Summer, but do you think that 
would have changed in time?  Would he have given up eventually? 
 

6. Why do you think Clover renames himself and the girls after flowers? 
 

7. Do you believe Clover understands right from wrong? 
 

8. Do you think Clover would have chosen to stop what he was doing?  How 
would he do that?  What would he do with the girls? 
 

9. Violet confronted Clover about kidnapping Summer because of her age.  Do 
you think you would have defended a minor, or would you have kept quiet? 
 

10. How do you think Clover was able to maintain a normal life and career while 
he was kidnapping and murdering girls? 
 

11. The girls become close while in the cellar.  Do you think that helps them 
survive?  Would you do the same or keep your distance?  Why? 
 

12. In Summer’s situation, how would you have coped with the threat of Clover 
and missing your family? 
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13. Do you think Summer will ever get over everything Clover put her through?  
How would that experience change her? 

 

 

Review or Comment about this book: 

Help others with their decision to read this book by simply leaving your comments 
and reviews online at http://www.booksamillion.com/p/9781492600978 

Recommendations: 

 If you liked The Cellar  you might like This is Where it Ends 
(http://www.booksamillion.com/p/9781492622468)   

 

 You might also enjoy Awake 
(http://www.booksamillion.com/p/9781492618522) 
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