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The War That Saved My Life by Kimberly Brubaker Bradley 

 
Ten-year-old Ada has never left her one-room apartment.  Her mother is too 

humiliated by Ada’s twisted foot to let her outside.  So when her little brother Jamie 
is shipped out to London to escape the war, Ada doesn’t waste a minute—she 
sneaks out to join him. 

So begins a new adventure for Ada, and for Susan Smith, the woman who is 
forced to take the two kids in.  As Ada teaches herself to ride a pony, learns to read, 
and watches for German spies, she begins to trust Susan—and Susan begins to love 
Ada and Jamie.  But in the end, will their bond be enough to hold them together 
through wartime?  Or will Ada and her brother fall back into the cruel hands of 
their mother? 

 

ISBN 9780147510488 

 

 

 

 

Discussion Questions: 

1. Why does Ada identify with Alice from Alice in Wonderland? 
 

2. What is significant about the moment Ada says, “I could have always lived 
outside the one room. I could have been like Jamie, running fast”? What 
does Ada realize? 
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3. As Ada felt cared for and understood by Miss Smith, how did Ada’s thoughts 

about who she was, her capabilities, and how she belonged in the world 
begin to change? How did she change physically? Emotionally? 
 

4. How do our experiences, or lack of experiences, shape our identity—or how 
we see ourselves? How do Ada and Jamie teach us this? 
 

5. Is Ada’s clubfoot to blame for her suffering? Are individuals to blame for her 
suffering? Is society to blame for her suffering? 
 

6. How do horses inspire Ada and give her hope? 
 

7. How do role models change the way we see ourselves and the way we see the 
world? Consider the moment when Ada and Susan look alike. Did Ada ever 
experience herself acting like Mam? 
 

8. Why was it important for Ada to confront Mam about whether or not she 
truly wanted Ada and Jamie? How does the truth set her free? 
 

9. Why do you think Kimberly Brubaker Bradley decided to title the book The 
War That Saved My Life? In what ways did Susan save Ada’s and Jamie’s 
lives? How did Ada and Jamie save Susan’s life? 
 

10. When Ada identifies a spy, she is seen as a hero.  What other moments in the 
story strengthen Ada’s confidence?  What moments cause her to question 
who she is? 
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Review or Comment about this book: 

Help others with their decision to read this book by simply leaving your comments 
and reviews online at http://www.booksamillion.com/p/9780147510488 

 

Recommendations: 

➢ If you liked The War That Saved My Life, you might like Terror at Bottle 
Creek 

 (http://www.booksamillion.com/p/9781250104212)   
 

➢ You might also enjoy A Long Walk to Water 
(http://www.booksamillion.com/p/9780547577319) 
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