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Waterfire Saga 1: Deep Blue by Jennifer Donnelly 

 Deep in the ocean, in a world not so different from our own, live the 
merpeople.  Their communities are spread throughout the oceans, seas, and 
freshwaters all over the globe. When Serafina, a mermaid of the Mediterranean 
Sea, awakens on the morning of her betrothal, her biggest worry should be winning 
the love of handsome Prince Mahdi. And yet, Sera finds herself haunted by strange 
dreams that foretell the return of an ancient evil.  Her dark premonitions are 
confirmed when an assassin’s arrow poisons Sera’s mother.  Now, Serafina must 
embark on a quest to find the assassin’s master and prevent a war between the Mer 
nations.  Led only by her shadowy dreams, Sera searches for five other mermaid 
heroines who are scattered across the six seas.  Together, they will form an 
unbreakable bond of sisterhood and uncover a conspiracy that threatens their 
world’s very existence.  
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Discussion Questions: 

1. Why does Isabella say that she can’t ever forget she’s a queen and just be a 
mom?  Do you think her expectations for Serafina are too high?  Why or why 
not? 
 

2. Serafina thinks that if humans were ever able to break through the 
merpeople’s protective songspells, they would either destroy or imprison the 
merpeople. Do you think this is true? What examples from our world 
support your view? 
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3. Everyone thinks Mahdi has become a “party boy,” but he tells Serafina, “I 
know how it looks, but things aren’t what they seem.” What do you think he 
means? 
 

4. The merpeople follow certain rules and rituals because Merrow decreed it, 
but as Neela points out, “Merrow decreed it, like, thirty-five centuries ago.” 
Would you be able to follow customs that you thought were out-of-date 
customs? Are there customs that we still follow today that no longer make 
sense? 
 

5. Serafina hates life at the court and often seems unhappy with her royal 
duties. What are the disadvantages and advantages of being royalty? Do you 
think Serafina would have been happier if she had had a normal life? How 
do you think you would handle royal life? 
 

6. Duca Armando tells Serafina and Neela that “sometimes we must fight a 
greater evil with a lesser one.” Explain why you do or don’t agree with him. 
What is an example from history or current events that supports Duca’s 
claim? 
 

7. Serafina isn’t sure she is ready to be the ruler of her realm. Which of her 
qualities do you think will make her a good leader—or a bad one? 
 

8. The river witch tells Neela, “There is nothing more real than a dream.” What 
does she mean? Do you think she’s right? 
 

9. Vraja tells the mermaids that our myths and stories tell us who we are. What 
does she mean? How is this true for some of our more popular myths and 
folktales? 
 

10. Which parts of the story mesh with what you already knew about mermaid 
lore and the myth of Atlantis? Which parts do you think were the author’s 
invention? 
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Review or Comment about this book: 

Help others with their decision to read this book by simply leaving your comments 
and reviews online at http://www.booksamillion.com/p/9781484713105 

 

Recommendations: 

 If you liked Waterfire Saga 1 Deep Blue, you might like Isle of the Lost 
(http://www.booksamillion.com/p/9781484720974)   

 

 You might also enjoy  Waterfire Saga 2: Rogue Wave 
(http://www.booksamillion.com/p/9781484713013) 
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