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The Passage  
by Justin Cronin 

An epic and gripping tale of catastrophe and survival, The Passage is the 
story of Amy—abandoned by her mother at the age of six, pursued and then 
imprisoned by the shadowy figures behind a government experiment of 
apocalyptic proportions. But Special Agent Brad Wolgast, the lawman sent to track 
her down, is disarmed by the curiously quiet girl—and risks everything to save her. 
As the experiment goes nightmarishly wrong, Wolgast secures her escape—but he 
can’t stop society’s collapse. And as Amy walks alone, across miles and decades, 
into a future dark with violence and despair, she is filled with the mysterious and 
terrifying knowledge that only she has the power to save the ruined world.  

ISBN 9780345504975 

 

Discussion Questions: 

1. The book opens in the very near future, only several years from now. Is 
Cronin's portrait of 2018 believable? Does the state of society resemble 
anything that we might reasonably foresee occurring? 
 

2. Does the military make the right choice in undertaking Noah? When so 
much of society is under constant threat of violence, is there a moral 
imperative to do whatever is scientifically possible to save the country from 
collapse? 

 

3. Why does the military choose the name Project Noah? Talk about the irony 
behind the name—especially its Biblical reference to the destruction of a 
flawed race. 
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4. How far should society let science proceed in its research to alter biology? 
At what point do we say "no" to the human desire for ever greater 
knowledge? 

5. Inmates on death row are offered a life sentence if they agree to participate 
in the government's experimental drug program. Is it moral to enroll 
murderers and rapists in medical research studies? 
 

6. The Passage contains different types of writing, including diary entries, 
emails, maps, news articles, and academic papers. Why would the author 
use this technique to tell his story? How do faux documents contribute to 
the reading experience of the novel? 
 

7. Discuss any or all of the characters in the first part of the book: Amy 
Bellefonte, Sister Lacey, Brad Wogast, and Carter, or any others. What are 
they like as individuals? Whom do you find most sympathetic? 

 

8. Did you find it difficult to adjust to the end of Part I and the beginning of 
Part II? Did you enjoy the second part as much as the first? Some readers 
said it feels as if they are two separate novels. Others felt they blended well. 
What do you think? 

 

9. Talk about the way in which the survivors of the colony understand the 
past—their own history and that of the world that has been lost. 
 

10. What do you think of Peter Jaxson? Is he a satisfactory or disappointing 
hero? What about the other members of the colony? 
 

11. What does the expression "all eyes" mean? 
 

12. Amy wanders for years alone, and having no use for speech she loses the 
ability to talk. Can you imagine yourself in Amy's situation, unable to utter 
the most basic means of communication that all of us take for granted? 
 

13. Members of the colony sometimes question the desire to continue in what 
appears to be a hopeless situation? What good is perseverance if it ends in 
futility? They also ask questions pertaining to God and destiny. What are 
your thoughts on these big issues? How would you answer those questions 
if you were a member of the colony? 
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14. Why does Cronin take readers inside the minds of the virals? Talk about the 
mental emotional processes they undergo—telepathy, memory or 
connections to one another. How are they like humans...and how do they 
differ? 
 

15. What about the ending? Is it satisfying, with loose strings tied up? Or does 
it feel manipulative, purposely left open to make room for the sequel? 
 

16. Will you read The Twelve and The City of Mirrors (the second and third 
installments) of the trilogy? 

 

 
Review or Comment about this book: 

Help others with their decision to read this book by simply leaving your comments 
and reviews online at http://www.booksamillion.com/p/9780345504975   

 

 

Recommendations: 

 If you liked The Passage, you might like The Twelve 
(http://www.booksamillion.com/p/9780345542373)   

 

 If you liked The Twelve, you might also enjoy City of Mirrors 
(http://www.booksamillion.com/p/9780345505002) 

http://www.booksamillion.com/p/9780345504975
http://www.booksamillion.com/p/9780345542373
http://www.booksamillion.com/p/9780345505002

