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May Selection  
 
 
The Love Song of Miss Queenie Hennessy by Rachel Joyce 
 
A wise, tender, layered novel that gathers tremendous emotional force, The Love Song of Miss Queenie Hennessy 
underscores the resilience of the human spirit, beautifully illuminating the small yet pivotal moments that can 
change a person’s life. 
 
Discussion Questions:  

 
1. Rachel Joyce says that she has written a book that sits alongside Harold Fry. Did you read The 

Unlikely Pilgrimage of Harold Fry before reading The Love Song of Miss Queenie Hennessy? If 
so, how did it enhance your reading? If you hadn’t, what was your first impression of Harold Fry 
given Queenie’s point of view? 
 

2. Joyce begins the novel with Queenie’s letter and a confession to Harold: “I will confess 
everything, because you were right that day. There were so many things you didn’t see. There are 
so many things you still don’t know.” In addition to giving the novel urgency, did you find the 
letters and postcards scattered throughout the novel to be effective touchstones for the journeys 
both characters were on? 

 
3. Joyce wove significant scenes from St. Bernadine’s Hospice into the novel. Did you have 

preconceived notions of what a hospice was like? Did those scenes change your view? Why do 
you think it was important for Joyce to infuse humor into some of the darker scenes? For example, 
how did you feel about this approach when Finty, Mr. Henderson, the Pearly King, and Barbara 
discuss what music they’d like played at their funerals, and in their ongoing discussions about 
dying? 

 
4. Queenie first sees Harold dancing on his own in the snow and is immediately drawn to him. What 

do you think was special about Harold? At what moment did you discover that she was in love 
with him? Do you think Harold was in love with her? 

 
5. Did you feel that Queenie, as a female accountant, was ahead of her time? Why do you think 

Joyce gave her this specific profession? What do you think it said about her character? 
 

6. Queenie laments, “If only memory were a library with everything stored where it should be. If 
only you could walk to the desk and say to the assistant, I’d like to return the painful memories.” 
Do you feel the same way? Would you return painful memories if you could? 

 
7. Queenie’s mother tells her that “there is no such thing as love at first sight. People get together 

because the time is right.” Do you think this was true for Queenie? Or was it just the opposite, 
when she met Harold? Queenie tells Harold, “I had no child and so I gave my love to you.” How 
do you feel her profound loss affected her relationship with Harold? 

 
8. Queenie’s destiny was altered the day she happened to meet Harold’s son, David. What do you 

think drew David to Queenie? Why did he steal Queenie’s poems? Did you think it was an act of 
pure malice and betrayal? Why did he choose to steal her egg whisk, of all things? What, if 
anything, was he trying to say to her? 

 
9. David says, “I’d rather die than be ordinary.” What do you think he meant by this? 

 
10. When David tells Queenie, “I just want someone to see me, Q. See who I really am,” were you 

surprised by what he had been hiding? Why? Do you think that in the end, he was “seen” by those 
who loved him? 

 
11. Queenie created her sea garden “to atone for the terrible wrong I had done to a man I loved.” She 

writes, “Sometimes you have to do something with your pain because otherwise it will swallow 
you.” Do you feel she shared any blame in David’s suicide? Do you think she should have carried 
this burden for twenty years? 

 



12. Were you surprised when you learned the secret of Sister Mary Inconnue? 
 

13. When Harold and Queenie finally meet at the end, Queenie says, “See me, Harold, I said. And you 
did. You looked and looked and you saw me.” Were you waiting for and hoping they would have 
this moment together? Did you feel fulfilled by it? 

 
14. How did you feel at when you learned that Harold would never actually read Queenie’s 

confession? Were you satisfied that Queenie found absolution and peace before she died? 
 

15. What did you learn about each of these characters’ journeys that surprised you? Why do you think 
Joyce used “love song” in the title instead of “confession”? 


