
 
 

 
Q & A with Allegiant Author, Veronica Roth 

 
Q:  Who was your inspiration for Four? Where were you when you first imagined Four? 
 
A:  I don’t generally take inspiration for characters from real people—it’s too much pressure, the idea of capturing an 
actual person. But when I originally started to write Divergent (four years before I actually finished a draft of it) it was 
from the perspective of a character named Tobias, who was, like Tris in Divergent, getting a haircut from his father on 
the day of his Choosing Ceremony. I think I mostly wrote that scene because I loved the formal feeling of the ritual, and I 
wasn’t thinking that much about the characters. But what I discovered was that there was all this unexpected tension in 
that beginning between Tobias and his father. Four years later, when I wrote the draft that would become Divergent, 
Tobias just dumped that tension and strong presence into Tris’s story, almost without my permission. He’d been at the 
back of my mind for a long time. 
 
Q:  Which character do you relate with the most in your series? 
 
A:  It’s hard to say. There are days when I relate most to Jeanine—she has this fear and this intense need to control her 
surroundings that I really identify with, as an anxious-yet-perfectionistic person. And there are a lot of times when I 
relate most to Tobias, who just desperately wants to be known for the person he really is, but can only really show 
himself to one person. Or to Tris’s deeply serious nature, and her obsession with moral concerns. I have that, too. 
 
Q:  Is there any significance to the number of factions? 
 
A:  No, it’s just the number of virtues I came up with when I was thinking about how I would design this particular 
“utopia”. 
 
Q:  How did you come up with each faction's values? 
 
A:  The system in Divergent is really my own utopia. Deep down, I think I believed—still believe, maybe?— that all world 
problems come back to flaws in the heart of the individual, and that we should all take responsibility for our actions and 
strive to be virtuous. So when I was writing the book, I chose the flaws that I myself would blame for our greater 
problems. Of course, writing the books made me challenge my own beliefs at every turn, so I’m not sure what I believe 
right now, but that’s where the factions came from. 
 
Q:  What is the first book you read that made you want to write? 
 
A:  I started writing every day in sixth grade, so I don’t really remember. I do remember being inspired by The Giver by 
Lois Lowry. 
 
 
 



Q:  Who is your favorite antagonist? 
 
A:  I usually like an antagonist who I identify with a little too much, so much that it becomes frightening. Despite that, 
though, I would have to say that my favorite antagonist has to be Voldemort in Harry Potter, because of how he’s 
developed—he appears to us at first as a kind of cackling villain and then over time he develops this complex backstory 
and we follow him through his descent into evil. I also love the way the magical system plays into his descent, too, how 
he and the dark magic kind of feed each other until he’s barely human anymore. It’s fantastic. 
 
Q:  What kind advice do you have for young writers? 
 
A:  Fall in love with writing! Fall in love with it so that you want to write all the time, so that you don’t let criticism 
shatter you because you just want to get better, so that you’re not afraid of failing because you know you’ll still want to 
write after you fail. There are so many obstacles to writing—insecurity, indecision, fear—and if you really love to do it 
you’ll overcome those obstacles over and over again. Also, try to think clearly, imagine clearly, because that means you’ll 
write clearly. 
 
Q:  What was your inspiration behind the character of Tris? Why did you choose Tris to be in Dauntless? 
 
A:  The whole world was really built around Dauntless—Dauntless was the first faction I came up with, and I built the 
whole system around them. So there was no other option, the main character was always going to join Dauntless. I 
wanted the person who saves the day to come from the faction of wild, crazy people who the rest of society disregards 
because of how reckless they are. It’s similar to adolescence—teenagers are constantly underestimated because they’re 
in this wild state of flux and seem to be driven by forces outside of their control, but there’s power there, and I loved 
exploring a story like that. 
 
Tris came about from her voice, though. I just heard her voice in my mind, clear and straightforward and repetitive and 
almost harsh, and I built her character around it. 
 


