
the scene means?

RR:  I don’t want to spoil anything, but, yes, that’s 
Percy and Jason about to engage in combat. It 
symbolizes the strife between the Greek and Ro-
man camps, but it’s also a real scene in the book. 
Why are they fighting? For that, you’ll have to read 
the book!

BAM:  What will your next project be, after Heroes 
of Olympus?

RR:  I’ve been waiting to launch a Norse mythol-
ogy series, based on some ideas I’ve had for 
many years. That’s next on my plate after Heroes 
of Olympus. Right now, that seems so far away, 
but I know it will be here before I know it. I can’t 
wait to dive into the world of Odin, Loki and Thor.
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Books-A-Million:  Who inspired you to write?

Rick Riordan:  That’s a complicated question, as 
many people inspired me over the years. If I had 
to pick one person, I’d pick my eighth grade Eng-
lish teacher, Mrs. Pabst. She was the first person 
to suggest I submit a story to a magazine for pub-
lication. That story never got published, but I did 
start thinking of myself as a writer. Mrs. Pabst also 
was responsible for igniting my interest in mythol-
ogy. One good teacher can truly change a life!

BAM:  Do you have any tips for aspiring writers?

RR:  Read a lot, write a lot, and don’t give up! 
It really boils down to those three things. Writing 
takes practice – sometimes years and years of 
practice before your skills develop enough to get 
published. As with sports, or music, or any other 
talent, you shouldn’t expect to be the best of the 
best overnight. Stick with it and work hard. That 
applies to anything!

BAM:  Who has been your favorite character in the 
Heroes of Olympus series to write about? Why?

RR:  Without a doubt, Gleeson Hedge. He’s just 
so funny, I love writing about him. I’m always par-
tial to the comedic characters, but him especially, 
because a warlike tree-hugger is just not what you 
expect in a satyr.

BAM:  If you could be a god of anything, what 
kind of god would you be? Why?

RR:  The god of time, so I could make more of it. 
I never seem to have enough. Also, time travel 
would be awesome.

BAM:  Will there be a reunion of Percy Jackson 
characters (especially Percy and Annabeth) in 
Mark of Athena? 

RR:  I’d get in pretty big trouble if there were no 
reunion. Yes, of course there is, but that doesn’t 
mean our friends are out of danger. They are 
demigods, after all.

BAM:  Can you discuss the cover art of Mark of 
Athena, explaining the characters on it and what 
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