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The Book of English Magic by Philip Carr-Gomm 
 

Magic runs through the veins of English history, part of daily life from the earliest Arthurian legends to Aleister 

Crowley to the novels of Tolkien and Philip Pullman, and from the Druids to Freemasonry and beyond. Richly 

illustrated and deeply knowledgeable, this book is an invaluable source for anyone curious about magic and 

wizardry, or for sophisticated practitioners wanting to learn more. 

 

 

Discussion Questions:  

 
1. Do you believe in magic? Or did you come to this book as someone "with an open mind who seeks adventure"? 

Did anything in The Book of English Magic cause you to rethink assumptions you had about magical traditions 

or practices? 

 

2. Which stories in this book struck you as particularly surprising? What did you learn about the history of magic?  

 

3. Did you attempt any of the practical exercises or spells? What were the results like? Did they work as you'd 

expected? 

 

4. This book focuses on English magic specifically. Did it make you curious about other magical traditions? What 

do you know about magical history in the United States? How might you begin to learn more? 

 

5. What works of fiction have you read that draw on magical tradition? Can you remember the first magical book 

you read? Has learning about the history of magic changed those books for you? 

 

6. Did you already know about the pagan origins of Christmas and Easter? Does it change your understanding of 

those holidays to know that they began as Anglo-Saxon solstice celebrations? 

 

7. What other nonfiction books have you read on magic? On English history? How does The Book of English 

Magic compare? 

 

8. Do you consult magic, mystics, or oracles to make decisions about your own life? What did you find out from 

those consultations? Have you had any particularly good or particularly bad personal experiences with magic? 

 

9. What drew you to this book? Why did you choose to read about the history of magic? Was it what you 

expected? 

 

10. If you believe it's possible to influence people with magic--either with things like binding spells or alchemy, or 

by illuminating a destiny or a path with mystical means--what kind of responsibility to you think magical 

practitioners have to the people whose lives they're influencing? Is there a right way or a wrong way to use 

magic? Is any magic itself good or bad? What does dark magic mean to you? 


