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One Summer : America, 1927  by Bill Bryson 
 

The summer of 1927 began with Charles Lindbergh crossing the Atlantic. Meanwhile, Babe Ruth was closing in on 

the home run record. In Newark, New Jersey, Alvin “Shipwreck” Kelly sat atop a flagpole for twelve days, and in 

Chicago, the gangster Al Capone was tightening his grip on bootlegging. The first true “talking picture,” Al Jolson’s 

The Jazz Singer, was filmed, forever changing the motion picture industry.  All this and much, much more 

transpired in the year Americans attempted and accomplished outsized things—and when the twentieth century truly 

became the American century. One Summer transforms it all into narrative nonfiction of the highest order. 

 

 

 

If you liked One Summer : America, 1927,  you might also like:  
 

 The Boys in the Boat by Daniel James Brown 

 

 A Walk in the Woods by Bill Bryson 

 

 

 

Discussion Questions:  

 
1. Bill Bryson tells many stories in One Summer that are familiar to all.   Do you think his unique 

perspective makes this pivotal time in American history feel interesting and fresh? 

 

2. The summer began with Charles Lindbergh’s historic transatlantic flight, when he landed he instantly 

became the most famous person on the planet.  Much of the book focuses on Lindbergh.  What 

surprised you most about him?   

 

3. What stories were your favorite and why?  Did you enjoy the quirky tidbits and back stories as well as 

the hard facts? 

 

4. Bryson has a delightful sense of humor that often comes through in his writing.  What parts made you 

smile or laugh? 

 

5. Which principal players impressed you the most?  Disappointed you the most?  Explain why. 

 

6. Discuss the key events during this short period of time that made a difference in establishing America 

as a world leader. 

 

7. Do you consider this book entertaining as well as educational?   Would you recommend One Summer 

to a friend? 


