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When Thomas wakes up in the lift, the only thing he can remember is his name. He’s surrounded by strangers—

boys whose memories are also gone. Welcome to the Glade. Outside the towering stone walls that surround the 

Glade is a limitless, ever-changing maze. It’s the only way out—and no one’s ever made it through alive. Then a girl 

arrives. The first girl ever. And the message she delivers is terrifying. Remember. Survive. Run. 

 

 

Discussion Questions:  

 
1. Discuss the unique language developed by the inhabitants of the Glade. How does it help them to cope 

with their environment? What does it tell you about the characters and their connection to each other? 

How do the Gladers keep order in their community? 

 

2. How does Thomas keep from going crazy when he arrives in the Glade? Why does he feel he has been 

there before? What happens to those who go through the “changing” and how does it affect Thomas? 

Why does Thomas force himself to go through the changing? 

 

3. What is the importance of Chuck and his relationship to Thomas? How do Thomas’s feelings about 

Chuck change? What effect does Chuck’s death at the end of the first book have on Thomas? Would it 

have been a different story if Chuck had lived? 

 

4. What part does Teresa play in the story? What effect does her arrival in The Maze Runner have on the 

others in the Glade? Describe her connection to Thomas as it unfolds throughout the first book. Would 

the boys have been able to discover the secret of the Maze without her? Does her character change in 

the last two books? 

 

5. The author gives readers information about life in the Glade very slowly and in small bits, keeping 

readers in the dark for much of the book. Why do you think Dashner chose to tell the story this way? 

Were you frustrated by the lack of information? 

 

6. Residents of the Glade developed their own, unique way of speaking over time. Why did they develop 

their own words to describe everyday objects and experiences? Did the Gladers’ language affect your 

reading of the book? How? 

 

7. The Runners continued to explore the Maze every day, despite the fact that they hadn’t found a way 

out in over two years. Why did they keep running the maze and making maps? 

 

8. What were the Creators hoping to accomplish with the experiment? Were their actions justified by the 

circumstances caused by the Flares? 

 

9. The Maze Runner is often compared by critics to The Hunger Games. What similarities did you see 

between the two books? How were they different? Which book did you prefer? 


