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One Way Love: Inexhaustible Grace for an Exhausted World  by Tullian Tchividjian  
 

Real life is long on law and short on grace—the demands never stop, the failures pile up, and fear sets in. Life 

requires many things from us—a stable marriage, successful children, a certain quality of life. Anyone living inside 

the guilt, anxiety, and uncertainty of daily life knows that the weight of life is heavy. We are all in need of some 

relief. 

 

Bestselling author Tullian Tchividjian is convinced our exhausted world needs a fresh encounter with God's 

inexhaustible grace—His one-way love. Sadly, however, Christianity is perceived as being a vehicle for good 

behavior and clean living—and the judgments that result from them—rather than the only recourse for those who 

have failed over and over and over again. Tchividjian convincingly shows that Christianity is not about good people 

getting better. If anything, it is good news for bad people coping with their failure to be good.   

 

In this manifesto, Tchividjian calls the church back to the heart of the Christian faith—grace. It is time for us to 

abandon our play-it-safe religion, and to get drunk on grace. Two hundred-proof, unflinching grace. It’s shocking 

and scary, unnatural and undomesticated … but it is also the only thing that can set us free and light the church—

and the world—on fire. 

 

 

 

Discussion Questions:  

 
1. The foundation of the Christian faith is grace—God’s one-way love for us.  Have you always felt that this was 

the foundation of the faith? Have you ever been somewhere where the foundation seemed to be something 

different? 

 

2. Jesus came to set us free from the enslaving need to be right and rewarded and regarded and respected. What 

are the things you do to fulfill your need to be right?  To be rewarded?  To be regarded? To be respected? 

 

3. This amazing word of relief can be offensive to us. Perhaps the offense of this gospel isn’t really apparent at 

first. We accept God’s grace and welcome it into our lives, even as we fail to fully grasp it. Because deep down, 

we think that we’re still pretty good people, and so it’s not that hard for God to extend us grace.  But the real 

offense comes when we try to extend grace to others. It is then we discover that what God has done for others, 

we struggle to do. Is there someone you just cannot extend grace to?  God has.  Now what? 

 

4. We make a big mistake when we conclude that the Law is the answer to bad behavior.  Growing up, we all deal 

with law. Most of us had some sort of consequence for breaking a rule: grounding or spanking or loss of 

privileges. Those things were intended to keep us from breaking that rule again. Logic says that before we break 

the rule again, we’ll weigh the negative of the punishment over the benefit of breaking the rule and choose to 

not break the rule. In order for this to work, the punishment therefore has to actually be worse than the benefit 

of breaking the rule.  How did you grow up with rules and punishments in your family?  How has that affected 

how you relate to God? 

 

5. One-way love is the essence of any lasting transformation that takes place in human experience. Victor Hugo 

famously illustrated the power of grace in the character of Jean Valjean from Les Misérables. When Valjean 

steals from a kind bishop and is caught, the bishop claims that the silver was a gift—and hands him more silver 

as the rest of his gift that he “forgot” to take with him! The bishop acts counter to everything that the law would 

require.  Does grace really transform in this way, or is this just a good story from a talented novelist?  Have you 

experienced grace in this way? 


