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Quarantine: The Loners by Lex Thomas 
 

After an explosion releases a virus which kills anyone over 18, the students inside struggle to survive. 

With no adults around, the students have created their own society. All of the social cliques have 

developed into gangs--The Nerds, The Geeks, The Freaks, The Sluts, The Skaters, The Burnouts, The 

Pretty Ones, and The Varsity--and each gang provides a service with which they can barter for provisions. 

Without a gang, it's almost impossible to secure food, water, territory, or supplies.   

 

 

 

Discussion Questions:  

 

1. If this scenario happened in your own school, what gang would you join? What would be your 

survival plan? What are the first three things you would do? 

 

2. If you created your own gang instead, what would it be called, and who would be in it? 

 

3. What character do you think is most like you, and best reflects how you would act if you were 

trapped in your school, with no adults, no police, and no rules? How would you react if people got 

violent?  

 

4. You are stuck in McKinley, you don’t have a gang to take care of you, and you haven’t eaten in 

days. You see someone with a full jar of peanut butter. There’s no one else around. This person is 

smaller than you that you think you can overpower them. Would you take their peanut butter? If you 

were starving, would that make robbing them okay? If you were down to your last can of food, 

would you share it with a hungry friend? What about a starving stranger? 

 

5. The quarantine cut the kids off from the world, from their families, from the ease of modern life, 

and made basic resources scarce. What does the book make you grateful for that you have in your 

life right now? 

 

6. Quarantine has been compared to Lord of the Flies in a 21 st century setting. Have you read Lord of 

the Flies? If so, what are the similarities and differences. 

 

7. Would you rather change who you are to fit into a gang that would offer you more protection? Or 

would you prefer to join a gang more like you, even if it was "weaker"? 

 

8. What makes someone good? What makes someone evil? 

 

9. What are your favorite survival stories? Did you learn a survival tip or a way of thinking from them 

that you use in real life? 

 

10. The authors got the idea for Quarantine from thinking, "what if high school was actually as 

dangerous as it sometimes feels?" Can you think of any "what if" scenarios that would be the start 

of a fun story? 


