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The Family of Jesus by Karen Kingsbury 
 

America's favorite inspirational novelist offers a fictional view of six of the family members of Jesus, all anchored 

by Scriptural truth, creating a life-changing and unprecedented emotional connection to the Bible.  

 

Through The Family of Jesus, readers will develop an emotional connection to the family members of Jesus, 

learning about their lives and falling in love with Scripture along the way. Bible studies and devotionals abound, and 

in churches everywhere people gather to seek a deeper understanding of God's word and its application to their lives. 

But too often these studies engage only the analytic approach to Bible learning.  

 

In The Family of Jesus, #1 "New York Times "bestselling novelist Karen Kingsbury will make you laugh, cry, and 

ultimately care more deeply about the Bible by helping you grasp the truths in Scripture not just with your mind, but 

with your heart. The characters in these short stories were among those closest to Jesus--Mary, Joseph, Jesus' brother 

James, John the Baptist, Zechariah, and Elizabeth. Each has a compelling tale to tell. Kingsbury intersperses 

fictional, emotionally gripping details anchored in Scripture with historical and theological insights and questions 

that will guide soul-searching and reflection.  

 

The Family of Jesus not only provides a deeper understanding of the relatives of our Savior, but also helps readers 

acquire tools that will draw them closer to Christ, to the Scriptures, and to each other. 

 

 

 

Discussion Questions:  

 
1. Joseph and Mary were misunderstood and eventually fugitives on the run from their government. 

Have you ever been misunderstood? Have you ever had to suffer for something you believed in? 

Describe what happened. 

 

2. What can you learn from Joseph about serving quietly, without fanfare? 

 

3. Had God answered Zechariah’s prayer for a son earlier in his life, he might have missed out, 

timewise, on giving birth to the forerunner of the Messiah. Looking back, share a time when you are 

glad God did not answer your prayer the way you first hoped. 

 

4. Have you ever had an experience where God provided and the first thing that came from your mouth 

was “Praise the Lord!” like Zecharaiah? Why? What happened to you in that instant that caused you 

to respond in that way? 

 

5. John spent his life waiting for God’s direction. Not until he heard from the Lord did his real life of 

being “awake” to God’s calling begin. What do you think it means to be “awake” spiritually?  

 

6. Have you ever doubted God the way John did? Explain the situation. How did you handle it? What 

was the result? 

 

7. Elizabeth was clearly sad that the deepest desire of her heart had not been met. Sometimes our pain 

helps us know where we most need God. What do you think that meant for Elizabeth? What does it 

mean for you? 

 

8. Elizabeth’s culture considered childlessness a curse from God. Have you ever been hurt in a deep 

place, and like Elizabeth, felt shunned or rejected? How did you respond? Has God healed you of that 

pain? 

 



9. Do you think James ever compared himself to Jesus? Do you think others in town—the local rabbi, 

perhaps—compared James to his brother? What would that have felt like? 

 

10. James had a comfortable view of Jesus as his brother: Jesus the carpenter. When Jesus claimed to be 

God, James shrank back. Have you ever struggled with being bold for Jesus? Explain the situation. 

How did you feel later? 

 

11. Luke 2:19 says, “But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart.” What is the 

connection between pondering the goodness of a situation and handling the costs involved? How 

often do you reflect on your life and consider your blessings? 

 

12. Mary knew who she was because she belonged to God and was chosen by Him.     She considered 

herself God’s servant. How could that have brought Mary peace? How could having that attitude 

bring you peace in your situation? Explain. 


