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The School for Good and Evil  by Soman Chainani  
 

The New York Times bestselling The School for Good and Evil, the first book in the series, is an epic journey into a 

dazzling new world, where the only way out of a fairy tale is to live through one. This paperback edition features an 

Extras section, giving readers a chance to see which school they'd be in and a Q&A with the author, Soman 

Chainani. 

 

With her glass slippers and devotion to good deeds, Sophie knows she'll earn top marks at the School for Good and 

join the ranks of past students like Cinderella, Rapunzel, and Snow White. Meanwhile, Agatha, with her shapeless 

black frocks and wicked black cat, seems a natural fit for the villains in the School for Evil. 

 

The two girls soon find their fortunes reversed--Sophie's dumped in the School for Evil to take Uglification, Death 

Curses, and Henchmen Training, while Agatha finds herself in the School for Good, thrust among handsome princes 

and fair maidens for classes in Princess Etiquette and Animal Communication. 

 

But what if the mistake is actually the first clue to discovering who Sophie and Agatha really are? 

 

 

 

Discussion Questions:  

 
1. What were your reactions to the beginning of the novel? How did the very first sentence shape your 

predictions of what might unfold in The School for Good and Evil?  

 

2. Describe the legend of the School Master and how the different inhabitants of Gavaldon react to his imminent 

arrival to take selected children to the School for Good and Evil.  

 

3. Sophie feels like a “red rose amongst thorns” (p. 39) at her school while Agatha perceives herself to be “the 

cat in a nightingale’s nest” (p. 40) at her school. How do these descriptions help the reader understand how the 

characters view themselves and their respective settings? 

 

4. Once at the School for Good, Agatha discovers The Gallery of Good and evidence of what has happened to 

those kidnapped from Galvadon and brought to the school. Agatha realizes that “the line between stories and 

real life is very thin indeed” (p. 72). What does Agatha discover about the connection between life at the 

school and life in Galvadon?  

 

5. Castor and Pollux say that “All children are born with souls that are either Good or Evil. Some souls are purer 

than others” (p. 80). Discuss the idea that a soul can be either fundamentally good or evil and how this theory 

is supported—and in some cases refuted—by events in the story.  

 

6. How does Tedros influence the highs and lows of the friendship between Agatha and Sophie throughout the 

story?  

 

7. Agatha and Sophie both wrestle with their unlikely placement in their individual schools. What story events 

help Agatha and Sophie recognize the accuracy of their school placements? 

 

8. What is the Storian? How does it influence what happens to Agatha and Sophie at the School for Good and 

Evil? 

 

9. Sophie’s Never roommates reveal the history of the School Master as they tour Evil Hall. What is the timeline 

of events in the history of the School Master? What mystery remains after the Great War? 

 



10. Sophie undergoes a transformation in appearance and behavior in her quest to attract Tedros’ attention. 

Describe the lengths to which Sophie goes to entice her beloved prince. What are Sophie’s true intentions? 

How does Sophie’s motivation reveal more about her character?  

 

11. How does Agatha demonstrate her loyalty to Sophie throughout their time at the school? What does Agatha’s 

devoted behavior reveal about her character?  

 

12. Why do you think Agatha chooses to improve her appearance even after being shown that her inner character 

is strong enough to triumph over evil? 

 

13. When the School Master’s motivation for bringing Sophie to the School for Good and Evil is revealed, all that 

has held true for Nevers and Evers melts away. Discuss your reaction to this pivotal plot element and how the 

School Master’s revelation shapes the ending of the story. 


