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Goodnight June by Sarah Jio 
 

Goodnight Moon by Margaret Wise Brown (Goodnight Songs) is an adored childhood classic, but its real origins are 

lost to history. In Goodnight June, Sarah Jio offers a suspenseful and heartfelt take on how the “great green room” 

might have come to be. 

 

June Andersen is professionally successful, but her personal life is marred by unhappiness. Unexpectedly, she is 

called to settle her great-aunt Ruby’s estate and determine the fate of Bluebird Books, the children’s bookstore Ruby 

founded in the 1940s. Amidst the store’s papers, June stumbles upon letters between her great-aunt and the late 

Margaret Wise Brown—and steps into the pages of American literature. 

 

 

If you liked Goodnight June, you might also like:  
 

 Supreme Macaroni Company  by Adriana Trigiani 
 

 The Supremes at Earl’s All You Can Eat by Edward Kelsey Moore 
 

 

Discussion Questions:  

 
1. In the opening lines of the novel, June is imagining her “happy place” — Bluebird Books. Despite the 

fact that the mere memory of the bookstore comforts June, when she learns she has inherited the store, 

she plans to sell. Why does it take her so long to change her mind? 

 

2. Why is June so good at her job at Chase and Hanson? Her professional mindset hinders her personal 

life, but does that bother her initially? 

 

3. Ruby asks in her letter to June, “What is childhood without stories?” What do you think? Why is 

imagination such an important part of childhood? 

 

4. In her letters to “Brownie,” Ruby says of Anthony that “even in our brief encounters at the store, I feel 

as if I know him, really know him.” Have you ever experienced anything similar, either with a friend 

or a significant other? 

 

5. Discuss Ruby and Brownie’s friendship. They bond over their difficult relationships with their sisters, 

but are they not like sisters to one another? Does their friendship in some way fill the space left behind 

by their sisters? Or are sisters irreplaceable? How so? 

 

6. Gavin and June hit it off right away. How does Gavin help June become the person she wants to be? 

Do you think the people we love always bring out the best in us? 

 

7. June, Ruby, and Brownie falter and doubt themselves from time to time, but more often than not, a 

friend is waiting in the wings to help them get back on their feet. Do any characters manage to succeed 

without help from others? What do you think the author means to say about the importance of this kind 

of collaboration and support? 

 

8. What was your first impression of May Magnuson? Victoria tells June that May is looking for 

something she believes is in the bookstore. What does June make of this? 

 

9. How is June’s personal development juxtaposed against her efforts to track down her cousin, J. P. 

Crain? By the time she discovers the truth about him, has she let go of her past and fully embraced 

who she really is? 



 

10. This quote from Margaret Wise Brown illustrates one of the central themes of the novel: “Everything 

that anyone would ever look for is usually where they find it.” Do you agree? 

 

11. Why is June finally able to forgive Amy? At the beginning of the story, June tells her mother that 

people don’t change. But is that true? How has June changed? 

 

12. What is June’s relationship with her mother like? Does she forgive her mother for the way she was 

treated as a young child? Does learning the truth about her own birth change her perspective on how 

she was raised? 

 

13. Were you surprised to learn that Arthur was ultimately the one who saved Bluebird Books? He tells 

June that she reminded him that he was once a little boy who liked to read. How has the power of the 

written word shaped the lives of some of the other characters? Does the book make a compelling case 

for the importance of bookstores in our lives? 


