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The Spice King by Elizabeth Camden 

Gray Delacroix has dedicated his life to building an acclaimed global spice empire, 
but it has come at a cost. Resolved to salvage his family before they spiral out of 
control, he returns to his ancestral home for good after years of traveling the world. 

As a junior botanist for the Smithsonian, Annabelle Larkin has been charged with 
the impossible task of gaining access to the notoriously private Delacroix plant 
collection. If she fails, she will be out of a job and the family farm in Kansas will go 
under. She has no idea that in gaining entrance to the Delacroix world, she will 
unwittingly step into a web of dangerous political intrigue far beyond her 
experience. 

Unable to deny her attraction to the reclusive business tycoon, Annabelle will be 
forced to choose between her heart and loyalty to her country. Can Gray and 
Annabelle find a way through the storm of scandal without destroying the family 
Gray is fighting to save? 

ISBN 9780764232114 

Discussion Questions: 

1. Did Annabelle make the right choice to spy? Did she have any other options? 
 

2. If you were in Gray’s shoes, would you be able to come to terms with what she 
did? 
 

3. Most of the preservatives used in American food today have been deemed safe. 
Do you believe it? How would you feel about eating processed food that has 
no preservatives? 
 

4. Luke shows all signs of being guilty of a terrible crime, and yet his family 
stands beside him. How do you feel about that? Are there limits on the support 
a family member owes a loved one who has gone astray? 
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5. Annabelle briefly contemplated keeping her spying a secret from Gray. Had 
she tried, what effect do you think it would have had on her in later years? 
 

6. Gray attempts to court another woman while clearly still mourning Annabelle. 
Is this fair? Can it help a person heal from heartbreak, or is it simply 
dishonest? 
 

7. Annabelle, Elaine, and Maude Larkin are all strong women but in different 
ways. Who do you think is the strongest? Who do you identify with the most? 
 

8. Roy tells Annabelle he was determined that both his daughters would have 
“the whole wide world open to them” because he never had much choice in his 
life. Throughout the book, Annabelle is plagued by the stress of difficult 
choices. How important is it to have choices? Can life actually be easier if you 
don’t have choices? 
 

9. Late in the book we learn that part of Elaine’s motivation for leaving Kansas 
was to escape Maude’s smothering attentiveness. Knowing how badly Maude 
fears for Elaine, can you find more sympathy for her? How would you respond 
if you believed a fragile loved one was on the verge of making a dangerous, 
possibly irreversible choice? 

 

Review or Comment about this book: 

Help others with their decision to read this book by simply leaving your comments 
and reviews online at https://www.booksamillion.com/p/ 9780764232114   

 

Recommendations: 

 If you liked The Spice King, you might like Forever Hidden 
 

 You might also enjoy Hope’s Highest Mountain  

 

 


