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Just Mercy by Stevenson Bryan 

 Bryan Stevenson was a young lawyer when he founded the Equal Justice 
Initiative, a legal practice dedicated to defending those most desperate and in 
need: the poor, the wrongly condemned, and women and children trapped in the 
farthest reaches of our criminal justice system. One of his first cases was that of 
Walter McMillian, a young man who was sentenced to die for a notorious murder 
he insisted he didn’t commit. The case drew Bryan into a tangle of conspiracy, 
political machination, and legal brinksmanship—and transformed his 
understanding of mercy and justice forever. 

Just Mercy is at once an unforgettable account of an idealistic, gifted young 
lawyer’s coming of age, a moving window into the lives of those he has defended, 
and an inspiring argument for compassion in the pursuit of true justice. 

ISBN 9780812984965 

Discussion Questions: 

 
1. Why do you think Bryan chose Walter McMillian’s story to be the backbone of 

the book?  
 

2. What are some of the groundbreaking achievements, listed in the revised 
postscript, which Bryan and the Equal Justice Initiative have accomplished 
since Just Mercy’s original publication in 2014?  
 

3. Describe the 1989 Supreme Court ruling related to death penalty appeals. 
What impact did that have across the country?  
 

4. Stevenson remarks on several physical actions he takes during the trial. What 
are they and are they effective?  
 

5. If you were the prison warden where Avery Jenkins was held, would you allow 
your staff to proactively declare their political opinions?  
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6. What does Stevenson mean when he uses the phrase “mitigation” in court?  
 

7. In what ways are female inmates more at risk than male inmates?  
 

8. Should wrongfully imprisoned people receive financial restitution from the 
state? If so, how should the amount be determined?  
 

9. In your opinion, are there ever reasonable situations where minors should be 
charged as adults?  
 

10. With regard to the EJI’s reentry program, what specifically do you think this 
program should include? What allowances would you make for people of 
different ages? 

 

Review or Comment about this book: 

Help others with their decision to read this book by simply leaving your comments 
and reviews online at https://www.booksamillion.com/p/9780812984965 

 

Recommendations: 

 If you liked Just Mercy, you might like The New Jim Crow 
 

 You might also enjoy Between the World and Me 
 


