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Pax by Sara Pennypacker 

 

Pax and Peter have been inseparable ever since Peter rescued him as a kit.  

But one day, the unimaginable happens: Peter’s dad enlists in the military and 

makes him return the fox to the wild.   

At his grandfather's house, three hundred miles away from home, Peter 

knows he isn't where he should be--with Pax. He strikes out on his own despite 

the encroaching war, spurred by love, loyalty, and grief, to be reunited with his 

fox. 

Meanwhile Pax, steadfastly waiting for his boy, embarks on adventures and 

discoveries of his own… 

 

 

ISBN 9780062377029 

 

 

Discussion Questions: 

 
1. Discuss the connection between Peter and Pax.  How did that connection 

develop over the years? 
 

2. Why must Peter release Pax?  What makes Peter leave to look for Pax after 
arrives at his grandfather’s home? 
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3. Discuss the meaning of the phrase that appears before the story beings: “Just 
because it isn’t happening here doesn’t mean it isn’t happening.”  What does 
this phrase mean to you? 
 

4. Why do you think the author did not name a specific place or area as the 
setting of the book?  Talk about the setting of this story and what it is for 
you, given the details provided. 
 

5. Throughout the centuries and in many cultures, people have told stories, 
tales and fables about foxes.  What stories can you remember or find that 
have a fox as a main character?  How would you compare some of these 
fictional characters to Pax and the other foxes in this novel? 
 

6. Describe the steps in Peter’s journey that help him to understand that, when 
he finally finds Pax, he must let him go.  Describe the steps in Pax’s journey 
that lead him to stay with his new family in the wild. 
 

7. What do you think Peter and Pax do in the moments after the story ends and 
in the weeks that follow?  What clues in the book support your guesses? 
 

8. Why do you think the author decided to tell the story from dual points of 
view with alternating chapters describing of the separate adventures of Peter 
and Pax?  How does this structure help the story move forward and enhance 
your understanding of the plot? 
 

9. Describe the characters of Pax, Peter, and Vola in five words or less.  Do 
those words change, and in what ways as the story progresses? 
 

10. Discuss the meaning of the final words in the book: “Sometimes the apple 
rolls very far from the tree” (p. 277).  Why do these words appear as 
handwritten text?  What do these words mean for Peter? 
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Review or Comment about this book: 

Help others with their decision to read this book by simply leaving your comments 
and reviews online at http://www.booksamillion.com/p/9780062377029 

 

Recommendations: 

➢ If you liked Pax, you might like Wish 

 (http://www.booksamillion.com/p/9781250144058)   
 

➢ You might also enjoy The One and Only Ivan 

(http://www.booksamillion.com/p/9780061992278) 
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http://www.booksamillion.com/p/9781250144058
http://www.booksamillion.com/p/9780061992278

