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TEEN BOOK CLUB 

March 2019 Selection 

__________________________ 

They Both Die at the End by Adam Silvera 

 
On September 5, a little after midnight, Death-Cast calls Mateo Torrez and 

Rufus Emeterio to give them some bad news.  They’re going to die today.  

Mateo and Rufus are total strangers, but, for different reasons, they’re both 
looking to make a new friend on their End Day.  The good news: There’s an app for 
that.  It’s called the Last Friend, and through it, Rufus and Mateo are about to meet 
up for one last great adventure—to live a lifetime in a single day. 

 

ISBN 9780062457806 

 

 

Discussion Questions: 

 
1. What role do you think the existence of Death-Cast plays in the psyche of the 

people living in this alternate society—regardless of whether they get a call 
or not? 
 

2. Why do you think the author included chapters from the perspective of 
characters not interacting directly with Rufus and Mateo? 
 

3. At the end of Part 2, Rufus and Mateo discuss whether their meeting was the 
result of fate.  What role do you think fate plays in the story?  Do you think 
the call from Death-Cast reflects what would have happened anyway on 
September 5, or do you think the call causes the events to happen? 
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4. Deirdre, the employee at Make-A-Moment, says that the company is 
providing Deckers with “fake experiences, fake memories.”  What do you 
think she means?  Does Rufus and Mateo’s experience there feel fake or real? 
 

5. Did reading the book make you reconsider anything about how you live your 
own life? 
 

6. What do you make of the author’s choice not to include more information 
about how Death-Cast works?  What do you think this choice suggests about 
the reality of life in this alternate version of the world? 
 

7. What are Mateo and Rufus doing when we first meet them?  What do these 
actions tell us about who they are before they get their call?  How do they 
change over the course of the story? 
 

8. Would you want to want to live in a world where Death-Cast exists?  Why or 
why not? 
 

9. Given the title of the book, were you surprised by the ending? 

 

 

Review or Comment about this book: 

Help others with their decision to read this book by simply leaving your comments 
and reviews online at http://www.booksamillion.com/p/9780062457806  

 

Recommendations: 

➢ If you liked They Both Die at the End, you might like History Is All You 
Left Me 

 (http://www.booksamillion.com/p/9781616958732)   
 

➢ You might also enjoy What If It’s Us 

(http://www.booksamillion.com/p/9780062795250) 
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