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October 2019 Selection 

__________________________ 

The Sun Does Shine by Anthony Ray Hinton 

 

 In 1985, Anthony Ray Hinton was arrested and charged with two counts of 
capital murder in Alabama. Stunned, confused, and only twenty-nine years old, 
Hinton knew that it was a case of mistaken identity and believed that the truth 
would prove his innocence and ultimately set him free. 

But with no money and a different system of justice for a poor black man in 
the South, Hinton was sentenced to death by electrocution. He spent his first three 
years on Death Row at Holman State Prison in agonizing silence--full of despair 
and anger toward all those who had sent an innocent man to his death. But as 
Hinton realized and accepted his fate, he resolved not only to survive, but find a 
way to live on Death Row. For the next twenty-seven years he was a beacon--
transforming not only his own spirit, but those of his fellow inmates, fifty-four of 
whom were executed mere feet from his cell. With the help of civil rights attorney 
and bestselling author of Just Mercy,  Bryan Stevenson, Hinton won his release in 
2015.  

With a foreword by Stevenson, The Sun Does Shine is an extraordinary 
testament to the power of hope sustained through the darkest times. Destined to 
be a classic memoir of wrongful imprisonment and freedom won, Hinton's memoir 
tells his dramatic thirty-year journey and shows how you can take away a man's 
freedom, but you can't take away his imagination, humor, or joy. 

ISBN 9781250309471 

Discussion Questions: 

 
1. Before being wrongfully convicted and sentenced to death, Anthony Ray 

Hinton was in trouble with the law for stealing a car. Does this in any way 
make you less sympathetic to his plight? 
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2. Discuss the friendship of Ray and Lester. Can you imagine a friend who would 
visit you every visiting day for thirty years? What does their relationship teach 
us about friendship?" 
 

3. What did you think of the friendship of Ray and fellow inmate Henry Hays, 
who was raised in a family of virulent racists? What does this friendship teach 
us about love and hate?" 
 

4. Do you think the death penalty system is broken? How would you like to see 
it changed?" 
 

5. The State of Alabama has not apologized or compensated Ray Hinton for his 
wrongful imprisonment. Do you think he should be paid? Some say he 
shouldn’t be paid because he was never proven innocent. What do you say to 
this argument? " 
 

6. Ray and Bryan Stevenson, his lawyer, both say that nobody is defined by the 
worst thing they have ever done. Do you agree? Does this help you have more 
compassion for those incarcerated or on death row?" 
 

7. What was the turning point for Ray in how he would survive in prison? What 
does this teach you?" 
 

8. What personal qualities help Ray not only to survive prison, but actually make 
a positive impact around him?  
 

9. How would you like to see our prison system reformed? What programs would 
be beneficial to our society, and why?" 
 

10. Do you think Ray Hinton should have forgiven those who wronged him? If 
you were greatly wronged, could you forgive? Do you believe there are 
situations in which forgiveness is not the right solution? " 
 

11. Ray spent his first three years on death row without speaking. When is silence 
the loudest form of expression? Have you found moments in your own life 
when silence was more powerful than speech? " 
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12. Ray states that “spending your days waiting to die is no way to live.” What are 
some ways that you practice living, not merely existing? Where do you draw 
the line between the two?" 
 

13. What is the role of faith in The Sun Does Shine? Does Ray Hinton’s 
questioning of his own faith strengthen or diminish it? What if Ray Hinton 
had not believed in God at all: do you think that would have affected his ability 
to sustain himself?" 
 

14. Along with his friend Lester, Ray Hinton’s mother was his most faithful visitor 
and supporter. If you were accused of a terrible crime, would you expect 
support from your family and best friend? If someone you loved were accused, 
would you offer that support?" 
 

15. Ray Hinton founded a book club on death row, reading books by James 
Baldwin, Maya Angelou, and others. If you were confined with a group of 
people, whether incarcerated or in another circumstance, what books would 
you want to read for a book club?" 
 

16. Some books about the worst of life—Elie Wiesel’s Night, Maya Angelou’s I 
Know Why the Caged Bird Sings, Jeannette Walls’s The Glass Castle—endure 
as inspirational classics. Why do people find hope in such stories? Does The 
Sun Does Shine make you feel angry or hopeful?" 

Review or Comment about this book: 

Help others with their decision to read this book by simply leaving your comments 
and reviews online at https://www.booksamillion.com/p/9781250309471 

Recommendations: 

 If you liked The Sun Does Shine, you might like Just Mercy 
 

 You might also enjoy Educated 
 


